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FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE

The office is responsible for administration of finance, human resources and general office functions. This
includes accounts payable, accounts receivable, payroll, audits, budgeting, human resources, reception,
general office tasks and assist Chief and Councilors any other tasks. Chris Nguyen is a main contact person
for finance department. You may contact him at 250-224-9397 or email: cnguyen@blueberryfn.ca

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

AUDITS

• Arjun looks after general accounts payable that
requires payment via cheques.
• Irene looks after accounts payable that requires
payment via electronic Fund Transfers (EFT).
• Liezl will back up Arjun while he is absent from the
office. Liezl also do record keeping.

The office works with auditors to prepare BRFN’s
audited financial statements annually. The
statements are financial requirements from bank,
ISC, FNHA or any other government agencies. The
office also organizes and coordinates to have the
audited financial statements present to Chief and
Councilors and also to the family groups.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

In addition, the office also works with auditor to
prepare BRE’s audited financial statements and
Creever Store’s notice to reader financial statements.

• Lyndse looks after BRFN’s accounts receivable
• Arjun looks after BRE’s accounts receivable
• Liezl back up Lyndse and Arjun while they are
absent from the office

PAYROLL
Irene looks after payroll and human resources. The
payroll payments include payments for Chief and
Councillors’ salary, Employees, and Elder monitors.
All payroll payments are made via electronic fund
transfer (EFT). Irene‘s contact info: 250-630-2814 or
email her at ihipolito@blueberryfn.ca
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INTERNET, PROPANE, HOUSING
MAINTENANCE PAYMENT AND INQUIRIES
• Members may be able to pay internet, propane
and housing maintenance via etransfer: etransfer@
blueberryfn.ca. A memo was sent out to members
couple months ago.
• Or you may pay the payments in person at Creever
Store on Monday or Friday.

• If you have any questions regarding propane, you may
address the questions to Lyndse.
Phone: 250-630-2809 | Email:lcampbell@blueberryfn.ca
• If you have any questions regarding internet, you may
address the questions to Arjun.
Phone: 250-630-2810 | Email: amohan@blueberryfn.ca

BUDGET

FINANCE STAFF CONTACT INFO

The office coordinates and assists department
managers preparing annual operation and capital
budgets.The office also presents the budgets to
Chief and Councilors. Ideally, the budgets should be
presented to Chief and Councilors before the fiscal
year starts.

CHRIS NGUYEN

OTHER FINANCE AREAS
The office will do accounting work such reconciling
accounts and accounting treatments.
Tilus assists on some of the accounts for BRFN and
BRE
Liaison with ISC, FNHA, banks and other government
agencies regarding funding contribution agreements
The office also looks after all finance for Creever Store.

RECEPTIONIST
Gari looks after reception functions include answering
incoming calls, receiving mails and forward to
appropriate people or departments. She also does
other tasks assigned by the band manager.
Phone: 250 630 2800
Email : reception@blueberryfn.ca

250-224-9397 | cnguyen@blueberryfn.ca
for general finance inquiries

IRENE HIPOLITO

250-630-2814 | ihipolito@blueberryfn.ca
for general finance inquiries

ARJUN MOHAN

250-630-2810 | amohan@blueberryfn.ca
for internet and housing maintenance inquiries

LYNDSE CAMPBELL

250-30-2809 | lcampbell@blueberryfn.ca
for propane inquiries

TILU SABU

tsabu@blueberryfn.ca

LIEZL QUINTANA

lquintana@blueberryfn.ca
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EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Happy May
Blueberry Members
The Adult students have had a busy month participating
in their four core courses offered this semester as they
work towards their Adult Dogwood. We are beginning
to plan and prepare for our Graduation Ceremony for
June 24th providing for a variety of scenarios depending
on COVID19 regulations at that time.

Students have been enjoying twice-weekly yoga
sessions with Caroline from Let’s Move Studio via
zoom and working on their flexibility, core strength and
mindfulness. Students in their Language and Culture 12
class have been focusing on exploring their personal
cultural identity and creating an online presentation
using Canva (an online editing tool and program) to
share with their classmates, and working with Beaver
vocabulary to host a virtual bingo event mid May
to showcase their learning. Students have enjoyed
presentations on learning the history of Traditional
Hand Games with Curtis Dickie, and look forward to
making drums in May so they can use these for future
workshops teaching Traditional Hand Games. In English
First People’s 12 they have been working with the novel
“The Marrow Thieves” by Cherie Dimaline; where they
have been working on paragraph structure and essay
writing.
Thank you Courtney, Caitlin, Janelle, Sylas, Tina, Jared,
Jedney, Nicole, Brendan, and Tracy for all your hard
work and participation for the month of April.
Sincerely,
Ms. Taylor
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LANDS
DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES
AND RECOGNITION FOR
SERVICE:
Lands Office would like to thank Dale Chipesia for
his work over the last 2 years representing BRFN as
part of the Aboriginal Liaison Program (ALP).
Lands is currently looking to fill the ALP position and
a new position – Water Resource Project Officer, so
if you are interested in either position email Irene
at ihipolito@blueberryfn.ca with your resume and
identify which position you are applying for.
There will be Swiftwater Training and additional
CABIN training. Both are related to the water
related casual positions that lands will be hiring
this spring and summer. We need qualified water
monitors that can work hard and be committed to
team work with Golder Associates.

Remember to pick up OGC referrals at the town
office at the back door. Although our office remains
closed, we remain committed to including you in
all lands processes. Drop off of referral materials is
at the front door in the mail slot to the right of the
doors.
Cut off for timesheets continues to be Tuesday at
noon. If we do not receive in time, your payroll will
be processed the following week.
Additional family meetings will be set up in the
month of May. We are seeking feedback on water
monitoring stations, restoration priorities and input
into our plant book. We appreciate your ongoing
participation.
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TLUS

COMING UP
This spring and summer, BRFN lands will be implementing 3
traditional land use studies with members.
Projects include the Hipp Creek seismic program, the Saturn
portion of the Groundbirch Loop 4 and the MOTI review
of Taylor Bridge. Each TLUS will include opportunities for
members to express how they view and use the land through
interviews and field visits.

LARGE EAO OR FEDERAL ASSESSMENT
PROJECT REVIEWS:
The Wonowon secure land fill is currently under review
with the Environmental Assessment Office. Discussions are
preliminary and include what the next steps are for the
assessment of this project.
Next month, lands will be implementing family meetings to
provide a high-level overview of the NorthRiver pipeline that
will be submitted for federal assessment review.
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RESTORATION PROJECT
If you are interested in being involved in any of these projects, please email Mae at
restoration@bleuberryfn.ca or call 250-630-2816. Remuneration is available for participation.
In the current pandemic, how would you prefer to be engaged? Virtual meetings, drive-in
presentations, toll-free numbers, or hard copies of presentations are all ideas Lands is
brainstorming in our “socially distanced” structure. Please let us know how to make
participation easy and worthwhile for you.

BRFN PLANT BOOK
Community engagement and input is ongoing to
develop a BRFN plant book. We hope to have two
(or more!) final products:
1. That stays as a community resource to protect
Traditional Knowledge, and
2. That we can provide to industry to identify
important plants and how they should be used in
healing the land and water.
This project is a counterpoint to the BC OGC’s
Ecologically Suitable Species Guidelines and will
inform future operations at the BRFN seed collection
and storage facility and/or nursery if and when they
are developed. Thank you to the members who
already had introductory meetings with Mike Keefer
from Keefer Ecological Services, who is working with
Lands on this project.

NEW WATER MONITORING STATIONS
We need more monitoring stations for groundwater
and rivers in our area. Where would you like to see
them? Have your concerns on water changed in the
past few years? Because of Treaty 8 First Nations’
concerns over water quality and quantity, Geoscience
BC is funding new stations and working with BRFN
on site selection. Lands staff will be heading out with
OGC and others in early summer to look at potential
sites where we want monitoring stations so please
provide feedback soonest so we can make sure your
concerns get addressed.

BRFN RESTORATION FRAMEWORK
We are implementing the restoration framework

workplan that Firelight Group developed to ensure
the community’s priorities are strategically targeted
through Lands. The restoration framework will
identify and set thresholds for successfully healing
the land and water. We want to make the areas and
species targeted through funding applications and
projects are the ones Blueberry wants restored.
Thanks to everyone who already spoke with Firelight
Group researchers in April for Step 1 of this project.

CABIN TRAINING THIS SUMMER
Save the date! Blueberry members will have the
opportunity to get CABIN water quality training
the last week of August. For members who got
field certified in 2019, we will have access to the
online modules for training in July. Please let Mae
know what you need to get access to the online
modules for three days. If you’ve only done the
online training, we hope you can join us this August!
Field trained members have the “Field Assistant”
certificate and those who complete both field and
online training are “Field Technicians” for the CABIN
wadeable streams protocol. More about CABIN here:
https://www.canadianriversinstitute.com/training/
cabin
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A NEW PILOT WATER RESEARCH PROGRAM THAT WILL GATHER WESTERN
SCIENCE AND INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE DATA TO BETTER UNDERSTAND
WATER QUALITY AND WATER QUANTITY IN THE PEACE REGION.
The Pilot Collaborative Water Monitoring Program,
Northeast B.C. will install co-located surface water
monitoring stations, groundwater wells and climate
monitoring stations in partnership with First
Nations. Baseline water quantity, water quality, and
climate data will be collected at several sites and
assessed for watershed water balances, surface
water flows, and groundwater-surface water
interactions. Indigenous Knowledge will also be
gathered from interested First Nations.
The program is funded through Geoscience
BC and runs until March 2023. It addresses
recommendations to increase water quantity
and quality monitoring from the provincial
government’s 2019 Scientific Review of Hydraulic
Fracturing in British Columbia report. The report
highlighted Treaty 8 First Nations’ concerns
regarding water quality and quantity, along with
a need to incorporate Traditional Knowledge into
work in the area.

The program is led by researchers from the BC
Oil and Gas Commission, the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Low Carbon Innovation, and Shell
Canada Ltd. Teams from Blueberry River First
Nations, Doig River First Nation, Halfway River
First Nation, McLeod Lake Indian Band, Saulteau
First Nations and West Moberly First Nations have
been invited to join the program. Participating
First Nations will receive data collection, sampling
and station maintenance training.
The independent data and reports from the
program will be peer-reviewed and made publicly
available.
Additional information can be found at https://bit.
ly/2NnPDIX.
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Spring 2021 Adult and Youth Photography
Contests
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2 Days Training on
Swiftwater Safety Rescue Technician: Level 2 – Operations
When: June 7-8th, 2021
Where: Fort St John
Blueberry River First Nations is
planning to conduct a 2 day
Swiftwater Rescue Training
(Level II) for members. This
training will provide members
with more work opportunities
in future.

Swiftwater Rescue Training
Benefits:
1. Learn how to save others
2. Meets/Exceeds
worksafe/employer
requirements
3. Learn how to use the right
equipment
4. Learn how to survive in the
Swiftwater
5. Gain knowledge of how the
river works & how to use it

Total Seat:
Minimum Number: 6
Maximum Number: 12

Please Contact:
Image Source: Rescue Canada
Blueberry River First Nations - Lands Department
Email: rshakya@blueberryfn.ca, Phone: 2506302825
Serious Inquiry Only
Members trained on CABIN and Electrofishing will be given priority
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Pilot Collaborative
Water Monitoring
Program,
Northeast BC

Why is the
project
happening?

Presented by Mae Whyte,
Restoration Project Officer
BRFN Lands
restoration@blueberryfn.ca
20 April 2021

• Recommendations from
2019 “Scientific Review of
Hydraulic Fracturing in
British Columbia” report
• Treaty 8 First Nations’
concerns re: water quality
and quantity

• Need to include Traditional
Knowledge into work in our
area
• BC OGC, MEMLCI, Shell, six
First Nations

• Goal: Install water and
climate monitoring stations:
• Surface water
• Groundwater
• Climate monitoring
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Water concerns
• BRFN Tributary study, 2016-2019
• Aitken and North Aitken Creeks of
special concern
• High cultural use; poor water
quality
• Streams near the community not
suited for fishing
• Need to improve water quality
for fish and wildlife that drink
from streams
• BRFN protect and restore mapping, 2018
• Protect headwaters: Stoddart Creek
and Cameron River
• Other community engagement:
• Healthy rivers have water that is
cold, clear, and free-running in its
original channel
• Rivers are the veins of the earth
• All waterways are important for the
meaningful practice of treaty rights
because they connect the
landscape

Water concerns
(cont.)
• RSEA Water Working Group
• Blueberry River has high
allocation, uncertainty in flows
[ran dry in 2017]; priority
concern
• More than 20% of low flow
allocated in water licences

• Scientific Review of Hydraulic
Fracturing in British Columbia
(2019) based on interviews in
summer 2018
• Impacts to water
• Water quality
• Water quantity
• Lack of baseline information
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Current water concerns
• Where are you most concerned about quality and
quantity of good water today?

• What do you use water for and how has your water
use changed?

• Why do we want to monitor surface water? Ground
water?

• Measures
• Flow
• Volume
• Timing
• Of important events (e.g.,
freshet, drought)

Hydrometric / Surface water
station

• Improves understanding of
relationships among
• Streamflow
• Weather
• Watershed size
• Topography
• Vegetation
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o Collects information on
o Aquifers
o Soil/bedrock
description
o Groundwater levels
over time

o Installed with large
rig

Groundwater station

Climate monitoring
o Measures
o Rain and snowfall
o Water in the snowpack
o Air temperature
o Relative humidity
o Solar radiation
o Wind direction and speed

o Can tell us how much water is lost from the
system each year and how it relates to longterm weather patterns (climate)
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What
information
would they
like?

• Where to put the stations

• Each Nation gets 1-3 new stations, one of
each type possible
• They want to co-locate if possible (more visits)
• Needs to be Crown land if new
• Road access year-round

Where are there
already stations?
• Groundwater stations on reserve
• Surface water stations
• WSC on Blueberry
• Mile 98 Rd at km 25
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Where could we put stations?

• Off Aitken Creek Rd. down
from the transfer station
• Might be too steep
• Groundwater and surface
water
• Climate station area near
here?

1. Aitken Creek
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• Mile 98 Rd. at km 25
• Already have surface water
station
• Add groundwater
• Climate station nearby?

2. North Aitken Creek
Km 25 Mile 98 Rd is
hydrometric (surface water)
station
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• Water Survey of Canada
surface water station

• Add groundwater station
• Climate monitoring nearby?

3. Blueberry River

• Off Mile 98 Rd, km 5 crossing
• Install surface water and
groundwater
• Climate monitoring nearby?

4. Blueberry River
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• Blueberry River at km 5
on the Mile 98 Rd. is also a
CABIN sampling site –
photos from 2019
fieldwork

Other spots you think could
work?

• Priority to check water
quality and quantity
• Areas of potential
concern
• Areas of special
importance
• Reminder:
• Space for all 3
stations close by
preferred
• Decent road access
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PUBLIC WORKS
AND HOUSING
MAY 2021
INTERIOR OF
CREEVER STORE
Draft plan for our store and
construction in the summer.
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PAVING
½ BASKETBALL
COURT
CHIMNEY
CLEAN-UP

The paving of the store and card lock area is
tentatively set for June 2021.

The construction of ½ basketball court at the
school is tentatively set for June 2021.

The chimney clean-up is scheduled from May 3,
2021 to May 7, 2021.
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BLUEBERRY WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Work at the water treatment is almost complete. The contractor is busy
connecting the piping and electrical for the new water treatment equipment as
well as connecting the wells to the plant. We will be testing the new water soon.
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BLUEBERRY RIVER WATER
TREATMENT PLANT
COMMISSIONING UPDATE
IT’S TIME TO TURN ON THE
WATER TREATMENT PLANT!
The new water treatment plant is ready to be turned on. We are transitioning
to a new treatment system and need time to test the water. As a result, starting
May 10, there will be a water quality advisory in place.
This is a precautionary measure only. The treated water from the water treatment plant will be tested before
it is put into the reservoir. It is recommended that Elders, infants, and people with compromised immune
systems boil their water before using it. The water quality advisory will be removed once the water quality
testing is completed by FNHA. See the FNHA flyer for more information.
Additionally, you will notice a flurry of activity around the community on the following dates.

DATES

ACTIVITY
•

April 20- May 7

•
•
•

May 10-14

•
•
•

May 17-21

•

Start-up of Water Treatment Plant to ensure that it is fully operational and ready
to be commissioned.
There will be more people at the WTP at this time, including DWG Process
Supply, Knappett Industries (Ltd), and Carbon Mountain Drilling.
Associated Engineering will arrive on site for commissioning of WTP.
New water supply will flow from new wells, through WTP, through the new
dedicated water line.
Treated water will be tested before it is put into the reservoir.
No service interruption is expected.
There will be many people on site during this time; this is normal and not of
concern.
Operators will be given training on the new system by the contractors.

Visitors to the community will be following strict COVID protocols to keep themselves and the community
safe.
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Precautionary Drinking Water Advisory
Please read this notice for important health and safety information!

ATTENTION RESIDENTS OF

Blueberry River First Nation

using

BRFN Community Water System.

May 10, 2021 until further notice, the water from this system is under a drinking water advisory due to
- the need to ensure satisfactory drinking water quality in the BRFN water distribution
system, following the introduction of water from the new water treatment plant.
As of

Although tap water is not expected
to be unsafe, testing needs to be
completed to ensure safety.
As a precaution, people with compromised immune systems, the
elderly and infants must use tap water that first been boiled.

For those indicated,
use water that has
been boiled for:

WATER MUST BE BROUGHT TO A FULL BOIL FOR AT LEAST ONE MINUTE

• Drinking

If you are going to use it for any of the following:
drinking; cooking; making juice, drinks or infant formula;

• Cooking

brushing teeth or soaking dentures; washing fruit and vegetables;
making soup, tea or coffee and making ice cubes.

• Making juice, drinks or
infant formula

DO NOT

• Brushing teeth or
soaking dentures

Drink water from a public drinking fountain:
It has not been boiled and may not be safe.

DO NOT
Bathe infants or toddlers in water that has not been boiled and cooled.
It is recommended that you sponge bathe infants and toddlers
during the Drinking Water Advisory.

• Washing fruit and
vegetables
• Making soup, tea/coffee
•
• Making ice cubes

If you or anyone you know becomes ill with diarrhea or stomach pains,
Boil your water until youseek
receive
that this is no longer required.
medical carenotice
immediately.

You can continue to use
regular tap water for:
• Hand washing
• Washing dishes
• Bathing, except infants
and toddlers
• Laundry

Community Contact Information:
BRFN Manager:

For additional information, contact your:
Health Centre, Environmental Health Officer and/or Chief and Council

Merli De Guzman

BRFN Health Services
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P.O. Box 3009
Buick Creek, BC V0C 2R0
T: (250) 630.2830 F: (250) 630.2189

S
U
N

2

MON

3

TUE

WED

REMINDERS PO’S
ISSUED EVERY
TUESDAY

CHEQUE’s ARE MADE
EVERY FRIDAY

4

5

THURS

FRI

S
A
T
1

7 Benjamin’s
Health & Wellness

6

8

Massage with Edna @9am – 6pm

9

10

11

DR. DAY

12 REFLEXOLOG BY

13 Loretta Footcare

19 DIABETIC BAG

20

BRANDY @ FSJ
11:30AM – 5:15PM

@ FSJ 11am – 4:20PM

14 Jeannie Tea Leaf

Reading Via Phone Call

15

9AM -2:45PM @ FSJ

VIA PHONE CALL
16

17

FNHA

18

21 Benjamin’s
Health & Wellness

22

Massage with Edna @9am – 6pm

COUNSELLOR
SHAMALLA

23/30

24/31

25

26 REFLEXOLOG BY

DR. DAY

9AM -2:45PM @ FSJ

VIA PHONE CALL

BRANDY @ FSJ
11:30AM – 5:15PM

27

PRENATAL DAY

&

SOC. DEV.

28 Jeannie Tea Leaf

Reading Via Phone Call

29

HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

HELLO FROM BRFN HEALTH SERVICES,
The Covid19 cases continue to rise in British Columbia; therefore, it is
more important than ever to make sure you follow the recommendations
to keep yourself, your family, and your community safe. You will
continue to be notified of positive cases in our community.

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE
PLEASE ENSURE YOU:
Wear a mask, practice social
distancing, and wash/sanitize
your hands.

Stay in your core bubble Household Members only.
Do not host or attend Birthday
parties or any other type of
social gathering, This has been
a common cause for high
transmission.

Work from home when possible.

Stay home.

Essential travel only.

We have an upcoming Covid19 vaccination clinic on May 12, 2021. If you
received your vaccination in January
2021 then your second dose will be
available at this time. if you haven’t
received a vaccination and wish to
receive your first dose please contact
Edna at 250-630-2830 and provide
your name and a contact number. You
will be contacted with your appointment time closer to the May 12 date.

Lillian Apsassin is the contact for medical
transportation. If you have a medical
appointment, please provide as much
notice as possible of the appointment
to allow for preparation for necessary
expenses to be processed. You will also
need to provide written confirmation
or the appointment if out FSJ area and
confirmation of attendance is required for
all appointments. You can reach Lillian at
250-630-2830.

Phyllis Rouble is our Family Support worker and provides a number of
services including; acting as a liaison between the Ministry of Children and
Family Development, Drug and Alcohol treatments referrals, assisting to
complete government forms, and can set up virtual counselling services by
request. You can reach Phyllis at 250-630-2830 or 250-793-3026.
If you are looking to apply for Income Assistance, please contact Edna at
250-630-2830. Let’s do our best to keep the BRFN community safe from
Covid19. Check out our calendar for upcoming community services and
call Health Services to make an appointment.

May
Birthdays
Mariah Apsassin May 2
Gabriel Apsassin May 2
Leon Wokeley May 2
Sonny Morrow May 3
Jaxon Adekat May 4
Mercede Maas May 5
Colin Apsassin May 6
May Apsassin, May 7
Curtis Apsassin May 7
Juarez Sorochinski May 8
Morgan Welpton May 9
Helen Yahey May 9
James Haggard May 10
Gabriel Harvey May 11
Stanley Apsassin May 12
Norma Pyle May 13
Linda Chipesia May 13
Kai Cardinal May 14
Shaelynn Davis May 16
Lucas Davis May 16
Alvina Davis May 17
Quisha Apsassin May 18

Kiana Maas May 18
Gerald Davis May 19
Ross Van Tongeren May 20
Mason Chipesia May 20
Lillian Apsassin May 21
Priscilla Fox May 21
Matthew Lamont May 21
Jeremy Whitford May 22
Nancy Chipesia May 23
Tyler Apsassin May 24
Joshua Cardinal May 24
Barbara Chipesia May 24
Richard J. Apsassin May 24
Dorthy Appaw May 26
Makenna Bath May 27
Winston Apsassin May 29
Aaron Pyle May 29
Jordan Chipesia May 29
Scarlett Gladue May 29
Hudson Acko May 30
Justice Davis May 30
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We are sad to announce the passing
of Alexis Yahey on April 19, 2021.
The Yahey Family is in period of
great sadness. They are deeply
touched by the support and kindness shown to them during the last
weeks.
May Alexis find peace, he will be
sorely missed.

