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Update on the Implementation Agreement

In recent weeks, there has been media coverage and rumors which have spread misinformation and
confusion related to the work happening under the 2023 Implementation Agreement between
Blueberry River First Nations (Blueberry) and British Columbia (the province), and more specifically
Blueberry's role in reviewing and processing permit referrals for oil and gas activities.

This statement aims to provide clarity about Blueberry's ongoing work with the province and
industry, and to correct any misinformation that has been circulating on the issue.

Blueberry is not delaying oil and gas activities. Hundreds of permit referrals have been reviewed and
processed by Blueberry in recent months. Between October 2023 and the first week of November
2024, Blueberry's Lands department reviewed and processed over 700 permit referrals from the BC
Energy Regulator (BCER). Blueberry's Lands department has provided comments and suggested
changes to permit referrals where necessary, in order to protect Blueberry's Treaty Rights and
respect the 2021 BC Supreme Court decision.

“The rumors that Blueberry is holding up oil and gas activity are categorically false,” said Councillor
Wayne Yahey. “Blueberry has not wavered from its position on balancing the protection of our
Treaty Rights with sustainable industrial development. Our Lands department has been, and
continues to, review permit referrals in a timely manner.”

Since Blueberry and the province entered into the Implementation Agreement in January 2023,
Blueberry has disagreed with only nine permit referrals, in each case to protect Blueberry members’
Treaty Rights, traplines, and High Value (HV) areas.

InJuly 2023, Blueberry Lands disagreed with the granting of four permit referrals, some of which are
in the HV1 Gundy Complex, pending compliance with regulatory requirements. Blueberry continues
to dispute the validity of the HV1 Gundy Complex Plan, the first High Value plan created under the
Implementation Agreement, that was purportedly approved by the province and Blueberry's former
Chief. This was done contrary to the stated position of, and without the knowledge of or approval
by, the majority of Blueberry's Council.

The Gundy is an important area for the practice of Blueberry members’ Treaty Rights, and before
this purported approval, Blueberry and the province were very near to an agreement on the details.
However, there was one important issue that we disagreed on - the province's desire to remove
from this area the New Disturbance Cap, a key provision of the Implementation Agreement. The
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‘approved’ Gundy plan does not include the New Disturbance Cap, a fundamental mechanism to
protect Blueberry's Treaty Rights from the cumulative effects of oil and gas development, exposing a
critical area in Blueberry's territory to potentially unlimited development.

More recently, Blueberry disagreed with five permit referrals inside Blueberry members' traplines
because of concerns raised by the trapline holders and the impacts on the areas in question.

“The permit referrals Blueberry has disagreed with represent a very small proportion of the total
permit referrals that the Lands department has reviewed since Blueberry and BC entered into the
Implementation Agreement,” said Councillor Yahey. “As this clearly demonstrates, Blueberry has
taken a collaborative approach to reviewing permit referrals with the province to ensure as much
efficiency as possible with the new permit referral review processes.”

Additionally, there continues to be ongoing planning work taking place as required under the
Implementation Agreement. Blueberry’s planning team, using the information shared by Blueberry
members and families, is working with the province's technical staff to develop maps showing the
protected areas in High Value (HV1) and Watershed Management Basin (WMB) areas, as well as to
develop plans that balance the protection of Blueberry's Treaty Rights and the environment with a
sustainable regional economy. Blueberry and the province have agreed to work collaboratively to
complete these plans.

“This planning work with members is a critical part of balancing the protection of Blueberry's Treaty
Rights with industrial development in Blueberry's territory,” said Councillor Yahey. “Our Nation will
continue this important work to make sure sustainable industrial development can continue to
occur.”
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