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Quick Facts 

●​ Number of registered members: 546 
●​ Languages spoken by members: English, Dane-Zaa (also known as Beaver), Cree (also known 

as Nêhiyawêwin) 
●​ Year signed Treaty 8: 1900 
●​ Governance Structure: Indian Act + Custom Election Code 

 
About 
Blueberry River First Nations (BRFN or Blueberry) is a Treaty 8 Nation with a traditional territory 
that extends over 3.8 million hectares of the Peace River region in Northeast British Columbia.  
 
The Blueberry River First Nations were originally part of the Fort St. John Beaver Band that 
adhered to Treaty 8 in 1900. In 1977, the original Fort St. John Beaver Band group became the 
separate Blueberry River Indian Band and Doig River Indian Band, which continue to exist today as 
separate First Nations. 
 
With a main reserve located 80 km northwest of Fort St. John, Blueberry has both Dane-zaa 
(Beaver) and Cree (Nêhiyawêwin) cultural groups that exist together, forming one community. 
Each culture contributes to creating one strong, proud, and determined First Nation. 
 
With a commitment to change and progress, the Nation is dedicated to collaborating with 
industries, partners, and governments to create an approach to land management that balances 
responsible development with the protection and practice of its Treaty rights. Guided by its cultural 
and traditional values, the Nation is working to enhance the quality of life for current and future 
generations, and to build a sustainable, self-sufficient, and vibrant community. 
 
More Information 

●​ Blueberry River First Nations website​
 

 
 
The Implementation Agreement 
 
Naming Conventions 

https://blueberryfn.com/


 

●​ OFFICIAL NAME - The 2023 Implementation Agreement between Blueberry River First 
Nations and the Province of B.C. 

●​ SHORT NAME: The IA 
●​ MEDIUM NAME: The Implementation Agreement 
●​ LONG NAME: The Blueberry River First Nations Implementation Agreement 

 
About 
On March 3, 2015, Blueberry River First Nations filed a Civil Claim in the B.C. Supreme Court against 
the Province of B.C. Blueberry’s lawsuit alleged that the B.C. government’s failure to properly 
manage the cumulative impacts of industrial development in Blueberry’s Claim Area prevented 
Blueberry members from practicing their traditional way of life as guaranteed by the Treaty, and 
that the B.C. government had therefore breached Blueberry’s Treaty rights.  
 
On June 29, 2021, after a trial lasting 160 days, the B.C. Supreme Court ruled that the B.C. 
government had failed to properly manage the cumulative effects of industrial development in 
Blueberry’s traditional territory, and as a result Blueberry members no longer had a meaningful 
opportunity to benefit from the Treaty rights that are central to their way of life. The Court directed 
the B.C. government to stop issuing authorizations for new industrial activities until Blueberry and 
the B.C. government could develop ways to appropriately manage cumulative effects in the Claim 
Area in a way that respected Blueberry’s Treaty rights. 
 
On January 18, 2023, Blueberry and B.C. announced the Implementation Agreement (the IA) – an 
historic agreement that will guide the two parties forward in a partnership approach to land, water 
and resource stewardship. By appropriately managing cumulative effects of development, the IA will 
restore Blueberry members’ ability to meaningfully exercise their Treaty 8 rights, and provide 
stability and predictability for industry in the region. 
 
The IA addresses the cumulative effects of industry in Blueberry’s Claim Area by recognizing areas 
protected from new industrial development, developing revised management regimes, introducing a 
collaborative approach to the permitting process, and restoring areas previously damaged by 
industry to heal the land. The work of achieving these goals will be carried out through a series of 
measures, including: 
 

●​ The creation of a $200-million restoration fund, to be fully-funded by June 2025, which will 
be used to support restoration programs for healing the land from decades of legacy 
industrial disturbance; 

●​ A cumulative effects management framework that recognizes the Treaty rights that will be 
used to guide industrial development in Blueberry’s most culturally important areas, 



 

including timelines to complete High Value Area (HV!1) and priority Watershed Management 
Basin (WMB) plans;  

●​ Limits on new surface land disturbance related to oil and gas development and a new 
planning regime for future oil and gas activities in the Claim Area; 

●​ The creation of areas protected from new oil and gas disturbance and forestry in Blueberry’s 
high-value areas; 

●​ Protections for old forest, including in priority Watershed Management Basins and Blueberry 
member traplines; and 

●​ Wildlife co-management efforts, including moose management through licensed hunter 
restrictions to support population recovery. 

 
 
More Information 

●​ Treaty Case page on the Blueberry website 
●​ Blueberry River Restoration Society 

​  
 
 

https://blueberryfn.com/where-happiness-dwells/
https://brrsociety.org/

