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Statement from Blueberry River First Nations Related to 

Recent Judicial Review Hearing 
 

This week, some members of the Blueberry River First Nations Council attended a court 

hearing in Vancouver. This was part of the judicial review first filed by Clarence Apsassin 

and Joe Apsassin on April 10, 2024. This does not relate to the removal of the former Chief 

Judy Desjarlais; there is another, separate, ongoing judicial review filed by former Chief 

Judy Desjarlais on October 15, 2024, regarding her removal.  

 

This application for judicial review took place with the affidavit evidence (i.e. written 

statements) only. This week, the court heard from the lawyers for each party, and no one, 

including the Apsassins nor Council members, provided any oral testimony in the 

courtroom. This is the normal procedure of how judicial reviews are conducted. All of the 

affidavit evidence and cross examinations have been filed in court and is public 

information.  

 

After the hearing this week, it was decided by the court that it would reserve and render its 

decision in due course. No timeframe was provided by the court. At this time, Blueberry 

awaits the court’s decision and will provide an update once it has been rendered.  
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