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November 19, 2025 
 

Statement from Blueberry River First Nations Councillors 
on the Apsassin Judicial Review Decision 

 
This week, Federal Court Justice Azmudeh released her decision on a judicial review filed by 
Clarence Apsassin and Joe Apsassin on April 10, 2024. The review was brought forward by 
these two elders representing one of Blueberry’s five families, the Ed Apsassin family 
group, and concerns the conduct of four Blueberry River First Nations Councillors (the 
Respondents) in relation to the community’s custom By-Laws. This judicial review was not 
supported by all of the Ed Apsassin family members, nor by members of the other four 
Blueberry family groups.  
 
This judicial review is one in a series that have been brought by these specific elders over 
the years, impacting the Nation’s and individual members’ reputation. Furthermore, this 
decision does not relate to the removal of the former Chief Judy Desjarlais; there is 
another, separate, ongoing judicial review filed by former Chief Judy Desjarlais on October 
15, 2024, regarding her removal.  
 
In respect to this judicial review, the court found that: 
 

1. The Respondents have breached Blueberry River First Nation’s laws and customs, 
namely the Blueberry River First Nations Custom Election By-Law (By-Law);  

2. Blueberry River First Nations Council and the Respondent Councillors are required 
to meet regularly and as a whole of Council, in accordance with the By-Law; and 

3. Blueberry River First Nations Council and the Respondent Councillors are required 
to consult with and represent the views of Blueberry’s members, including Family 
Groups and Elders, in advance of making major decisions on behalf of the Nation, in 
accordance with the By-Law. 

 
In response to some of the court’s concerns: 

• Council does hold open member meetings twice a month and will continue to do so; 
• Council does inform members of major decisions, and will continue to do so; 
• Council also holds quarterly band general meetings, and will continue to do so. 
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In the case of member meetings, they are open to all members and members receive 
notice of the time of the meetings in advance.  
 
The court also stated that the “timeline of the Judicial Review stretches from mid-2023 to 
September 13, 2024.” This is the same period of time leading up to the independent 
investigation into the actions of former Chief Desjarlais, which resulted in her removal from 
her Council-appointed role as Chief.  
 
The timeline of the Judicial Review was also the same period of time that Blueberry was 
without a Chief Administrative Officer (CAO, also known as a Band Manager), whose duties 
include organizing Council meetings and taking minutes. Fortunately, after an extensive 
recruitment effort, Blueberry has recently hired a new CAO, Craig Smith in September 
2025. Mr. Smith will support the Nation and the elected Chief and Council members with all 
aspects of administration, including ensuring Blueberry’s By-Laws are adhered to.  
The Councillors and Mr. Smith will review the Court’s decision and ensure the Council 
complies with the Blueberry River First Nations by-Laws going forward. 
 
Finally, there have been rumors that there is going to be a by-election as a result of this 
ruling. These rumors are untrue. There is an already scheduled general band election of 
individual family councillors that will be held on January 12, 2026. The Councillors will then 
elect a Chief on January 13, 2026. Nomination for Chief and Council positions will be on 
December 3, 2025.  
 
This court decision does not impact any of the respondent Councillors’ rights to run for 
Chief or Council at the upcoming election. 
 
Councillor Shelley Gauthier 
Councillor Troy Wolf 
Councillor Wayne Yahey 
Councillor Sherry Dominic 


