BLUEBERRY RIVER
FIRST NATIONS

Blueberry River First Nations & Louisiana-Pacific

Collaborate on Salvage Logging Project

Blueberry and LP celebrate successful salvage logging project

Since August 2024, Blueberry River
First Nations (Blueberry) and Louisiana-
Pacific (LP) have been working together
to assess the viability and process for
salvage logging in blocks in the Stoddart
Creek area that were affected by the
2023 wildfires.

This assessment work has enabled
Blueberry Knowledge Holders and
Elders to:

e Provide feedback on the log
salvage process,

e |dentify areas that should be off-

limits to salvage activities, and
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Photo: Trees flagged during the salvage e Participate in ground-truthing

. . exercises to identify ecological
logging project.
and cultural features that should

be protected in reserve areas.



Ground-truthing involves Blueberry
Knowledge Holders, Elders, and LP
representatives walking the proposed
cut blocks and confirming or flagging
new areas for protection from cutting;
these areas often include wildlife trees
and buffers around streams and

wetlands.

LP's salvage logging areas overlap with
old growth forests, riparian areas, and
wetlands, all of which are critical to
Blueberry Members’ exercise of their
Treaty rights, including hunting, fishing,
and trapping. The land-based
engagements have focused on
confirming or identifying new ecological
and cultural features and providing LP
with feedback on the proposed salvage

logging process.

Photo: A Blueberry Knowledge Holder at

the salvage logging project. The
engagement aims to foster a positive
relationship between Blueberry and LP,
ensuring salvage logging conditions and
processes align with Blueberry

Members’ values and priorities.
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This process helps protect and recognize Blueberry Members’ Treaty rights by
incorporating Members’ perspectives on where and how Treaty rights practices can be
preserved, including by having LP avoid harvesting in areas of old growth forest, green
timber, and low-severity burn. Protecting these areas allows important habitats and
habitat features to remain intact and promotes the regeneration of the land that is critical

to Blueberry's Treaty rights.

In total, Blueberry Members, including
Knowledge Holders and Elders, met
with LP representatives at four on-the-
land meetings (August 2024, September
2024, January 2025, and June 2025). At
these meetings, the group visited
various blocks, during different seasons,
and at different points in the harvesting
process. The goal was to see the
salvage logging process from start to
finish, discuss any concerns with the
process, and walk/drive the blocks to

flag sensitive features.

Blueberry salvage logging project.
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During these events, Blueberry Knowledge Holders and Elders were invited to share
their views on salvage logging, access management, and other areas for protection. LP
also donated three loads of firewood from these salvage operations to Blueberry

community members.

Building a relationship with LP supports Blueberry’s goals of co-managing the land and
having Blueberry Knowledge Holders and Elders lead and inform the log salvage
process. This relationship ensures that Blueberry Members’ views are incorporated into
all stages of the salvage logging process. Additionally, this process has documented
information regarding Blueberry Members’ values and approaches to land management,

which can inform industry-related land management decisions.

“Blueberry continues to collaborate with Louisiana-Pacific on a Log Salvage Process
Document for future proposed salvage blocks,” said Blueberry River First Nations
Regulatory and Policy Manager, Kelly deCaux. “The Process Document will support an
efficient referral process that provides pre-engagement requirements, and will guide
industry and the B.C. government through future log salvage applications within

Blueberry’s traditional territory.”

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Kelly deCaux, Regulatory

and Policy Manager, Lands Department, kdecaux@blueberryin.ca
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