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December 18, 2025 

 

Update on the Apsassin Judicial Review Decision 
 

On November 19, 2025, Councillors Sherry Dominic, Shelley Gauthier, Wayne Yahey and 

Troy Wolf provided a statement regarding the Apsassin et al v. Gauthier et al 2025 FC 1830 

court decision (“Decision”) related to the judicial review filed by Clarence and Joe Apsassin 

on April 10, 2024. 

The Councillors want to restate that: 

• Council does hold open member meetings twice a month and will continue to do so; 

• Council does inform members of major decisions, and will continue to do so; 

• Council also holds quarterly band general meetings, and will continue to do so. 

Additionally, since the decision was rendered by the judge on November 17, 2025, the 

Council has continued to comply with the orders made by the Court. 

The information below sets out a more detailed summary of the orders made by the judge, 

and the steps Blueberry’s Councillors have taken, and continue to follow, to ensure the 

Nation is in compliance with the Court order. 

 

Orders Made 

In the Decision, the Court was focussed largely on the Council’s procedures for regular and 

in camera meetings and consultations as part of the decision-making process. The Court 

made the following procedural Orders: 

1. The Applicants’ application for judicial review is granted in part as follows:  

 

a. A declaration that the Respondents have breached Blueberry River First 

Nations’ laws and customs, namely the Blueberry River First Nations Custom 

Election By-Law (By-Law); 
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b. A declaration that Blueberry River First Nations Council and the Respondent 

Councillors are required to meet regularly and as a whole of Council, in 

accordance with the By-Law;  

 

c. A declaration that Blueberry River First Nations Council and the Respondent 

Councillors are required to consult with and represent the views of 

Blueberry’s members, including Family Groups and Elders, in advance of 

making major decisions on behalf of the Nation, in accordance with the By-

Law.  

2. The parties are directed to set a schedule for their written submissions on costs within 

10 days of the date of this Order. 

Steps Being Taken to Comply with the Decision 

To comply with the above-noted orders made by the Court, the Councillors are, and will 

continue to going forward, take the following steps: 

1. To comply with clause 1(b) above, the Councillors will ensure that Council continues 

to meet regularly, twice a month, as it has been doing. The Council will ensure that it 

complies with the requirements of the By-Laws for each meeting. For example, the 

Council will send out meeting notices with at least 5 days notice in accordance with 

s. 143 of the By-Laws. 

 

2. For in camera meetings, the Councillors will ensure that the Council will, in 

accordance with paragraph 77 of the Decision, signal that a portion or the whole of 

the meeting will be held in camera. In other words, a resolution will be passed 

before a meeting moves to an in camera meeting. 

 

3. To comply with clause 1(c) above, the four Family Councillors will ensure that they 

consult with their Family Groups in advance of any major decisions and will 

represent the views of Blueberry members, including Elders, in making any 

decisions.  The Four Councillors will also continue to comply with all their obligations 

under section 20 of the By-Laws in performing their duties as Councillors. 

 

4. Council will also instruct their legal counsel to deal with the issue of costs as ordered 

by the Court. 
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Councillor Shelley Gauthier 

Councillor Troy Wolf 

Councillor Wayne Yahey 

Councillor Sherry Dominic 


