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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Grandmother's Greenhouse Celebrates Launch of 
Indigenous-Led Commercial Native Plant Orchard 

July 14, 2026 - Blueberry River First Nations, B.C. — Today, Grandmother's Greenhouse 
celebrated the launch of a 120-acre Indigenous-led commercial Native Plant Orchard, one of the 
largest of its kind in Canada. Located on Blueberry River First Nations (Blueberry) land, the 
orchard provides reliable, long-term live plant and seed stock to meet the growing demand for 
large-scale restoration taking place across Treaty 8 territory. It represents a significant 
investment in the health of the land and the people who depend on it. 

“After many years in the making, we are thrilled to be launching the next phase of our native 
plant production system, a commercial Native Plant Orchard,” said Olivia Young, Interim 
General Manager, Grandmother's Greenhouse. “The new orchard plays a vital role in advancing 
ecological restoration across the region. By increasing our Nation-led production capacity, we 
will be able to supply locally adapted native plants and seeds to Indigenous communities and 
industry partners to support healthier and more resilient ecosystems, biodiversity, and 
sustainable land stewardship.”  

The initiative will see 1.7 million seedlings moved to the orchard this season, establishing a 
high-volume system where seed, shrubs, trees, and grasses can be cultivated, maintained, and 
prepared for restoration projects. The orchard has been designed to reflect the three layers of a 
healthy forest ecosystem—the canopy of trees, the understory of shrubs, and the forest floor of 
grasses, wildflowers, and other groundcover species—ensuring a diverse, resilient, and 
ecologically representative source of native materials. 

Formed as part of the 2023 Implementation Agreement between Blueberry and the Province of 
B.C., Grandmother's Greenhouse is a subsidiary of Blueberry River Resources, a Blueberry 
River First Nations-owned company. 

“This is a huge milestone in Blueberry’s journey toward restoring and healing the land across 
our traditional territory,” said Blueberry River First Nations Chief Sherry Dominic. “This initiative 
creates a pathway toward fully integrated, large-scale reclamation and restoration of impacted 
lands, aligns with the purpose and intent of the Implementation Agreement, and upholds our 
Treaty rights for current and future generations. It also advances our priorities for Nation-led 
restoration, cultural stewardship, and long-term ecological and economic resilience, providing 
benefits beyond our Nation to the entire Northeast.”  
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There are an estimated 8,000 abandoned wellsites across Blueberry’s territory. Fully restoring 
those sites would require approximately 850 million trees and native plants. The region has also 
been heavily impacted by recent wildfires, including the 2023 Donnie Creek fire, which is the 
largest recorded wildfire in B.C. history. Through the development of our Ecological 
Revegetation Guidelines, the production of locally adapted native seed and plant materials, and 
our soon-to-be-released Boreal Boost, Future Forest, and BioBind seed capsule lines, 
Grandmother's Greenhouse is advancing practical, science-based solutions to help return 
disturbed landscapes to healthy, functioning ecosystems that closely resemble their natural 
pre-disturbance condition. 

Of the orchard's 120 acres, 100 acres are dedicated to commercial production, while the 
remaining 20 acres are reserved as a member harvest area to support community access to 
culturally significant plant species. This dedicated area helps protect and enhance species that 
are becoming increasingly difficult to find in the wild, while supporting the continuation of 
traditional harvesting practices, cultural knowledge sharing, and stewardship for future 
generations.  

“This initiative delivers meaningful and long-term benefits to Blueberry members through 
employment, skills development opportunities, and connection to our cultural roots,” said Chief 
Dominic. “I look forward to seeing our members harvesting there, and I am excited to witness 
how this project will upscale restoration across our region, which is sorely needed.”    

This $9.7-million Native Plant Orchard is funded by Nan wúújǫ anawúúdle / Blueberry River 
Restoration Society, an organization established through the 2023 Implementation Agreement to 
support restoration and stewardship initiatives across Blueberry River First Nations' territory. 

Native seed and live plant material are currently available for purchase, with expanded inventory 
anticipated for the 2027 growing season as production capacity increases through the Native 
Plant Orchard. A new online ordering platform will launch later this summer, providing industry 
partners with a streamlined way to view available products and submit orders. Until the platform 
is live, orders and inquiries can be directed to sales@asokwa.ca. 

To learn more about the Native Plant Orchard and Grandmother's Greenhouse, follow them on 
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.  
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https://www.facebook.com/GrandmothersGreenhouse
https://www.instagram.com/grandmothers.greenhouse
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandmothers-greenhouse/posts/?feedView=all


 

 

 

BACKGROUNDER 

About the Native Plant Orchard 

●​ This Native Plant Orchard is one of the largest of its kind in Canada.​
 

●​ The orchard is a 120-acre (48.56-hectare) Indigenous-led commercial live plant and 
seed stock operation. 

○​ 100 acres (40.47 hectares) are used for commercial purposes 
○​ 20 acres (8.09 hectares) are reserved as a member harvest area to support 

community access to culturally significant plant species​
 

●​ The orchard is a $9.7-million project funded through: 
○​ $9.5 million from Nan wúújǫ anawúúdle / Blueberry River Restoration Society 
○​ $200,000 from Grandmother’s Greenhouse 
○​ Land contributed by Blueberry River First Nations​

 
●​ The orchard will be a place of learning and stewardship that creates opportunities for 

employment, education, cultural knowledge sharing, and connection between 
generations while leaving a lasting legacy for future generations.​
 

●​ Industry partners will be able to order plant prescriptions and plants through a new 
website, launching later this summer. 

○​ In the meantime, orders can be placed directly with Colleen Starke, Sales and 
Inventory Manager at sales@asokwa.ca. 

About Grandmother's Greenhouse 

●​ Grandmother's Greenhouse is a subsidiary of Blueberry River Resources, a company 
owned by Blueberry River First Nations. ​
 

●​ Established as part of the 2023 Implementation Agreement between Blueberry and the 
Province of British Columbia, Grandmother's Greenhouse is dedicated to building a 
reliable supply of locally adapted native seed and plant materials to support ecological 
restoration throughout Treaty 8 territory.​
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●​ Since 2023, Grandmother’s Greenhouse has: 
○​ propagated over 50 native species from its own locally collected seed supply, 
○​ established greenhouse capacity, 
○​ produced over 2 million seedlings, and 
○​ provided employment and training opportunities for nearly 40 Blueberry 

members. ​
 

●​ In 2025, Grandmother’s Greenhouse established its first trial seed orchard, planting 
11,000 seedlings from seven native species that successfully supported both spring 
planting and fall seed harvest. ​
 

●​ In January 2026, Grandmother’s Greenhouse opened a specialized industrial seed 
cleaning facility in Fort St. John.​
 

●​ With more than 50 species, Grandmother’s Greenhouse has established one of the 
largest Indigenous-led native seed banks in B.C.​
 

●​ Grandmother’s Greenhouse has established partnerships that supply culturally 
significant species to Blueberry River First Nations members and support restoration 
projects across the region. 

About Blueberry River First Nations 

●​ Blueberry River First Nations is a Treaty 8 Nation with a traditional territory that extends 
over 3.8 million hectares of the Peace River region of Northeast B.C., whose main 
reserve is located 80 km northwest of Fort St. John. ​
 

●​ Blueberry has both Dane-zaa (Beaver) and Cree cultural groups that exist together, 
forming one community. ​
 

●​ With a commitment to change and progress, the Nation is dedicated to collaborating with 
industries, partners, and governments to create an approach to land management that 
balances responsible development with the protection and practice of its members’ 
Treaty rights. ​
 

●​ Guided by its cultural and traditional values, the Nation is working to enhance the quality 
of life for current and future generations, and to build a sustainable, self-sufficient, and 
vibrant community.   
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